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News  Releases 


U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  •  Office  of  Information 


IMPORTED  INSECTS  BATTLE  AMERICAN  BRUSH 

WASHINGTON,  May  26— Imported  insects  from  South  America  may 
be  the  key  to  controlling  snakeweed  and  other  unwanted  brush  on  the 
American  range,  a  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  scientist  has  reported. 

Research  has  already  turned  up  two  South  American  insects,  Heilipodus 
ventralis,  a  weevil,  and  Carmenta  haematica,  a  moth,  that  attack  the  roots 
of  snakeweed,  a  plant  that  infests .  143  million  acres  in  western  states, 
according  to  entomologist  Jack  DeLoach.  DeLoach,  who  works  for 
USDA’s  Agricultural  Research  Service,  Temple,  Texas,  said  federal 
approval  has  been  granted  for  the  introduction  of  Heilipodus  ventralis  into 
the  United  States.  Carmenta  haematica  is  still  being  tested. 

Although  brush  does  have  beneficial  purposes,  such  as  providing 
wildlife  habitat  or  grazing  for  some  species,  it  also  competes  with  more 
desirable  grasses  for  water  and  nutrients.  ARS  scientists  are  concentrating 
on  biological  controls  for  the  brush  because  chemical  controls  are  too 
expensive  in  an  area  “where  it  takes  20  to  50  acres  to  provide  grazing 
for  one  cow  for  a  year,”  DeLoach  said. 

Rangeland  brush  targeted  for  biological  control  includes  snakeweed,  a 
shrub  that  can  cause  pregnant  cattle  to  abort  if  they  graze  on  it;  saltcedar, 
a  bushy  tree  that  infests  about  a  million  acres  of  choice  land  along 
western  streams;  and  baccharis,  a  willow-like  woody  shrub  found  from 
Florida  to  California. 

In  an  article  in  the  latest  issue  of  “Agricultural  Research”  magazine, 
DeLoach  said  he  has  been  working  for  more  than  a  year  on  a  feasibility 
study  of  biological  control  of  saltcedar,  mesquite  and  other  weeds.  He 
said  research  has  turned  up  at  least  a  dozen  species  of  insects  from  Asia 
that  might  be  used  to  fight  saltcedar. 

Meanwhile,  Paul  E.  Boldt,  another  ARS  entomologist  at  Temple,  has 
tested  two  South  American  insects  in  quarantine  for  possible  use  against 
baccharis.  Species  of  baccharis  found  in  Argentina  and  Brazil  are 
believed  to  be  closely  related  to  those  in  the  United  States. 

“It  looks  like  we’ll  reject  one  of  the  insects  because  it  appears  to  do 
quite  well  on  ornamentals,”  Boldt  said.  “But  the  other,  a  beetle  called 
S tolas  fuscata,  looks  very  host-specific.  It  feeds  on  the  leaves  of 
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Baccharis  salicifolia,  commonly  called  seepwillow,  and  does  a  quite  good 
job  of  defoliating  the  plant.  We’ve  tested  it  on  100  plants,  and  it  doesn’t 
feed  on  any  economically  important  plant,  although  it  does  feed  on 
another  weed.” 

Boldt  began  testing  Stolas  fuscata  in  1984,  and  finished  his  quarantine 
testing  in  January.  The  next  step  is  to  seek  federal  permission  for  release 
of  the  insect  in  the  United  States. 


Sandy  Miller  Hays  (301)  344-4089 
H 

USDA  ANNOUNCES  PREVAILING  WORLD  MARKET  PRICE 
FOR  UPLAND  COTTON 

WASHINGTON,  May  25— Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Richard  T. 
Crowder  today  announced  the  prevailing  world  market  price,  adjusted  to 
U.S.  quality  and  location  (adjusted  world  price),  for  Strict  Low  Middling 
(SLM)  1-1/16  inch  (micronaire  3. 5-4.9)  upland  cotton  (base  quality)  and 
the  coarse  count  adjustment  in  effect  from  12:01  a.m.  Friday,  May  26, 
through  midnight  Thursday,  June  1. 

Since  the  Adjusted  World  Price  (AWP)  is  above  the  1987  crop  and 
1988  crop  base  quality  loan  rates  of  52.25  and  51.80  cents  per  pound, 
respectively,  the  loan  repayment  rate  for  1987  crop  and  1988  crop  upland 
cotton  during  this  period  is  equal  to  the  respective  loan  rates  for  the 
specific  quality  and  location. 

Because  the  loan  repayment  rate  for  1988  crop  upland  cotton  in  effect 
during  this  period  is  above  the  established  loan  rate,  loan  deficiency 
payments  are  not  available  for  1988  crop  upland  cotton  sold  during  this 
period. 

The  AWP  will  continue  to  be  used  to  determine  the  value  of  upland 
cotton  that  is  obtained  in  exchange  for  commodity  certificates. 

This  period  represents  Week  6  of  the  6-week  transition  period  from 
using  current  shipment  prices  to  using  forward  shipment  prices  in  the 
AWP  calculation.  The  procedure  was  adopted  to  avoid  a  dramatic  change 
in  the  AWP  that  could  occur  with  no  transition  period,  due  to  differences 
between  new  and  old  crop  price  quotes. 

For  Week  5  and  Week  6,  the  Northern  Europe  price  =  (Northern 
Europe  current  price)  +  (2  x  Northern  Europe  forward  price)/3. 
Similarly,  the  Northern  Europe  coarse  count  price  =  (Northern  Europe 
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coarse  count  current  price)  +  (2  x  Northern  Europe  coarse  count 
forward  price)/3.  In  calculating  the  adjustment  tp  average  U.S.  spot 
market  location,  Thursday’s  current  shipment  prices  for  U.S.  Memphis 
territory  and  the  California/Arizona  territory  as  quoted  for  Middling 
1-3/32  inch  cotton  C.I.F.  northern  Europe  were  used. 

Based  on  data  for  the  week  ending  May  25,  the  AWP  for  upland  cotton 
and  the  coarse  count  adjustment  are  determined  as  follows: 


Adjusted  World  Price 

Northern  Europe  Price . 76.69 

Adjustments: 

Average  U.S.  spot  market  location . 12.03 

SLM  1-1/16  inch  cotton .  2.00 

Average  U.S.  location .  0.42 

Sum  of  Adjustments . -14.45 

ADJUSTED  WORLD  PRICE .  62.24  cents/lb. 

Coarse  Count  Adjustment 

Northern  Europe  Price . 76.69 

Northern  Europe  Coarse  Count  Price . -72.33 

4.36 

Adjustment  to  SLM  1-inch  cotton .  -4.15 


COARSE  COUNT  ADJUSTMENT .  0.21  cents/lb. 


The  next  AWP  and  coarse  count  adjustment  announcement  will  be 
made  on  June  1. 

Charles  Cunningham  (202)  447-7954 
ff 

USDA  ISSUES  NEW  HERB  MARKET  NEWS  REPORT 

WASHINGTON,  May  26— The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
initiated  a  national  weekly  fresh  herb  market  news  report. 

J.  Patrick  Boyle,  administrator  of  USDA’s  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service,  which  operates  USDA’s  nationwide  market  news  service,  said, 
“Interest  in  fresh  herbs  and  herb  marketing  has  increased  greatly  in  the 
past  few  years,  as  evidenced  by  numerous  public  inquiries  we’ve  had  for 
data  on  herb  availability,  pricing,  and  packaging.  Herbs  have  become  a 
big  business;  herb  unloadings  in  die  23  major  U.S.  markets  increased 
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from  18.2  million  pounds  in  1982  to  28.8  million  pounds  in  1987,  an 
increase  of  58  percent,”  Boyle  said. 

The  new  report  lists  wholesale  herb  prices  obtained  from  the  19 
wholesale  markets  from  which  AMS  normally  obtains  its  fruit  and 
vegetable  market  news.  Fresh  herbs  for  which  prices  will  be  reported 
include  anise,  arrugula,  basil,  borage,  chervil,  chives,  cilantro,  dill, 
ginger  root,  horseradish,  parsley,  lemon  grass,  marjoram,  mint,  oregano, 
rosemary,  savory,  sage,  sorrel,  tarragon,  thyme,  and  watercress. 

USD  A  issued  the  first  herb  report  May  3.  Like  42  other  USDA  market 
news  reports,  the  herb  report  is  available  by  annual  subscription. 
Subscribers  to  the  herb  report  should  send  checks,  payable  to  USDA  for 
$72.00  per  year,  to  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market  News,  Federal  Building, 
Rm.  942,  536  South  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.  60605. 

Clarence  Steinberg  (202)  447-6179 
ft 

USDA  ANNOUNCES  PREVAILING  WORLD  MARKET  RICE 
PRICES 

WASHINGTON,  May  30— Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Richard  T. 
Crowder  today  announced  the  prevailing  world  market  prices  of  milled 
rice,  loan  rate  basis,  as  follows: 

—long  grain  whole  kernels,  11.91  cents  per  pound; 

—medium  grain  whole  kernels,  11.09  cents  per  pound; 

—short  grain  whole  kernels,  11.00  cents  per  pound; 

—broken  kernels,  5.96  cents  per  pound. 

Based  upon  these  prevailing  world  market  prices  for  milled  rice,  rough 
rice  world  prices  are  estimated  to  be: 

—long  grain,  $7.36  per  hundredweight; 

—medium  grain,  $6.94  per  himdredweight; 

—short  grain,  $6.62  per  hundredweight. 

The  prices  announced  are  effective  today  at  3:00  P.M.  EDT.  The  next 
scheduled  price  announcement  will  be  made  June  6  at  3:00  P.M.  EDT, 
although  prices  may  be  announced  sooner  if  warranted. 

Gene  Rosera  (202)  447-5954 
tt 
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USDA  INCREASES  COTTON  CLASSING  FEES 


WASHINGTON,  May  31— The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  today 
announced  a  20-cents-per-bale  increase  in  die  fee  charged  to  cotton 
producers  for  manual  cotton  classification.  The  new  fee  of  $1.23  per  bale 
is  effective  July  1. 

“The  fee  increase  is  necessary  to  continue  providing  lull  cotton 
classing  service  to  growers/’  said  J.  Patrick  Boyle,  administrator  of 
USDA’s  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

He  said  the  principal  cause  for  the  increase  is  a  projected  substantial 
drop  in  cotton  production  for  the  1989  season.  Smaller  crops  generate 
correspondingly  smaller  revenues  that  result  in  a  higher  per-bale  fee  to 
cover  the  fixed  costs  of  providing  classification  services. 

The  fee  formula  is  based  upon  the  Uniform  Cotton  Classing  Fees  Act 
of  1987,  which  defines  a  formula  to  establish  cotton  classing  fees  based 
on  estimated  crop  size,  the  rate  of  inflation  and  the  operating  reserve 
fund  of  AMS’s  Cotton  Division,  Boyle  said. 

The  High  Volume  Instrument  (HVI)  charge  of  50  cents  per  bale  over 
the  manual  classification  charge  will  remain  unchanged,  Boyle  said,  as 
will  the  5-cents-per-bale  discount  offered  to  grower-agents  who 
voluntarily  provide  centralized  billing  and  collection  services. 

Fees  for  other  cotton  services,  including  fiber  and  processing  tests  and 
manufactured  cotton  standards,  will  rise  owing  to  raised  costs  of  rent  and 
utilities,  and  mandated  salary  rises. 

USDA  proposed  the  increases  in  the  April  17  Federal  Register.  USDA 
invited  interested  persons  to  comment  on  the  fee  increases,  but  no 
comments  were  received,  said  Boyle. 

The  schedule  of  increased  fees  will  be  published  as  a  final  rule  in  the 
June  1  Federal  Register.  Copies  will  be  available  from  Garry  Lewicki, 
Cotton  Division,  AMS,  USDA,  Rm.  264 1-S,  P.O.  Box  96456, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20090-6456. 

Carolyn  Coutts  (202)  447-8998 
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USDA  ANNOUNCES  1990  WHEAT  PROGRAM  PROVISIONS 


WASHINGTON,  May  31— Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clayton  Yeutter 
today  announced  a  required  5-percent  acreage  reduction  and  the  following 
other  provisions  of  the  1990  wheat  program: 

—A  price  support  loan  and  purchase  rate  of  $1.95  per  bushel,  a  20- 
percent  reduction  from  the  basic  loan  and  purchase  rate  of  $2.44.  This  is 
the  statutory  minimum  and  five  percent  below  the  1989  loan  and  purchase 
rate  of  $2.06  per  bushel. 

—The  established  target  price  is  $4.00  per  bushel,  the  statutory 
minimum,  and  down  about  two  percent  from  the  1989  target  price. 

—A  paid  land  diversion  will  not  be  implemented. 

—No  marketing  loan  or  related  program  provisions  will  be 
implemented. 

—Producers  will  be  required  to  maintain  in  acreage  conservation 
reserve  an  area  equal  to  5.26-percent  of  program  payment  acreage. 

Yeutter  reserves  the  right  to  initiate  later  cost  reduction  options  as 
outlined  in  Section  1009  of  the  Food  Security  Act  of  1985.  These  options 
may  include  reopening  or  changing  a  program  contract  entered  into  by 
producers  if  they  voluntarily  agree  to  the  change. 

Other  provisions  common  to  program  crops  will  be  announced  at  a 
later  date. 


Robert  Feist  (202)  447-6789 
ft 

CCC  LOAN  INTEREST  RATE  FOR  JUNE  9-1/8  PERCENT 

WASHINGTON,  June  1— Commodity  loans  disbursed  in  June  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture’s  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  will 
carry  a  9-1/8  percent  interest  rate,  according  to  Vem  Neppl,  acting  CCC 
executive  vice  president. 

The  9-1/8  percent  rate  is  down  from  the  9-1/2  percent  rate  for  May 
and  reflects  die  interest  rate  charged  CCC  by  the  U.S.  Treasury  in  June. 

Robert  Feist  (202)  447-6789 

ft 
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NEW  U.S.  FIRE  MANAGEMENT  RECOMMENDATIONS 
APPROVED  BY  SECRETARIES  OF  INTERIOR  AND 
AGRICULTURE 

WASHINGTON,  June  1— Secretary  of  the  Interior  Manuel  Lujan  and 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clayton  Yeutter  today  directed  federal  officials 
to  suppress  all  natural  fires  in  national  parks  and  wilderness  areas  until 
individual  fire  management  plans  for  the  areas  are  determined  to  be  in 
compliance  with  new  federal  recommendations. 

The  directive  was  one  of  15  the  two  cabinet  members  adopted  from  the 
recommendations  of  the  federal  interagency  Fire  Management  Policy 
Review  Team.  The  team  was  established  last  year  to  analyze  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Interior  and  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  fire 
management  policies  in  national  parks  and  wilderness  areas. 

The  recommendations  affect  fire  management  policies  of  USDTs 
National  Park  Service,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  USDA’s  Forest  Service. 

Lujan  and  Yeutter  said  many  of  the  15  recommendations  will  require 
long-range  planning  and  coordination  for  implementation,  but  that  others 
will  become  effective  immediately. 

In  addition  to  die  recommendation  to  suppress  for  the  interim  all 
natural  fires  in  national  parks  and  wilderness  areas,  other  directives  to  be 
adopted  immediately  include  the  following: 

—All  wildland  fires  will  be  declared  either  prescribed  fires  or  wildfires. 
All  wildfires  will  be  fought  with  appropriate  suppression  action. 

(A  prescription  as  it  applies  to  a  prescribed  fire  is  a  written  statement 
of  the  limits  under  which  a  fire  may  bum  in  a  specific  geographic  area. 
The  limits  include  such  criteria  as  weather  conditions  and  fuel  moisture. 

A  prescribed  fire  is  managed  by  qualified  personnel  in  order  to  achieve 
specific  resource  management  objectives.  Prescribed  fires  may  be  started 
by  management  ignition  or  by  natural  ignition  such  as  lightning.  A 
wildfire  is  declared  when  a  fire  occurs  in  an  area  for  which  there  is  no 
prescription,  or  when  a  prescribed  fire  exceeds  the  prescribed  conditions 
or  geographic  limits  of  the  prescribed  area.) 

—The  responsible  line  officer  will  certify  in  writing  daily  that 
prescribed  natural  fires  are  within  prescriptions,  and  that  adequate 
resources  are  available  to  ensure  that  each  prescribed  fire  will  remain 
within  prescribed  boundaries  and  conditions  throughout  the  next  24  hours, 
given  reasonably  foreseeable  weather  conditions  and  fire  behavior.  If 
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these  conditions  cannot  be  met,  the  fire  shall  be  declared  a  wildfire  and 
suppressed. 

Other  review  team  recommendations  include  measures  for  improving 
interagency  coordination,  providing  adequate  staffing,  training,  research, 
equipment  and  funding,  strengthening  fire  management  plans,  bringing 
those  plans  into  compliance  with  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act, 
and  measures  for  increasing  public  involvement  in  policy  decisions. 

In  reviewing  federal  firefighting  policies,  the  review  team  gathered 
input  from  state  and  local  officials,  private  citizens,  academic  experts, 
concessionaires  and  outfitters,  environmental  groups  and  business 
interests.  Eleven  public  meetings  were  held  across  the  country  to  solicit 
comments  on  the  report.  The  public  comments  and  the  resulting  findings 
were  incorporated  and  submitted  in  a  final  report  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
interior  and  agriculture. 

Recommendations  from  the  final  report  are  attached. 

FIRE  MANAGEMENT  POLICY  REVIEW  TEAM 
Recommendations 

The  team  recommends  that  the  Secretaries  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Interior  implement  the  following  policy  and  direction: 

1.  Existing  USDI  and  USDA  fire  management  policies  governing 
wilderness  and  parks  must  be  strengthened  and  reaffirmed  to  limit  their 
application  to  legitimate  prescribed  fire  programs.  Clarification  is  needed 
to  prevent  inappropriate  use  of  fundamentally  sound  policies. 

2.  The  agencies  reaffirm  their  policies  that  fires  are  either  prescribed 
fires  or  wildfires.  The  agencies  reject  as  impractical  and  unprofessional 
the  practice  that  fires  can  be  allowed  to  burn  free  of  prescriptions  or 
appropriate  suppression  action. 

3.  USDA  and  USDI  agencies  will  periodically  review  fire  management 
plans  for  parks  and  wilderness  for  compliance  with  current  policy, 
direction,  and  the  additional  requirements  recommended  by  this  report. 
No  prescribed  natural  fires  are  to  be  allowed  until  fire  management  plans 
meet  these  standards. 

4.  Current  fire  management  plans  must  be  strengthened  by: 

a.  Developing  joint  agency  fire  management  plans,  agreements,  or 
addendums  to  existing  plans  for  those  areas  where  fire  could  cross 
administrative  boundaries.  Periodic  joint  review  of  these  plans  should 
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occur.  These  will  include  agreement  on  processes  and  criteria  to  be 
used  to  make  decisions  on  prescribed  vs.  wildfire  and  suppression 
strategies  and  tactics. 

b.  Including  a  comprehensive  set  of  criteria  which  will  be  used  in 
deciding  whether  or  not  to  allow  natural  ignitions  to  bum  as 
prescribed  fires.  In  addition  to  those  criteria  currendy  required  and 
commonly  used,  the  following  factors  will  be  considered: 

(1)  Energy  release  componet. 

(2)  1000-hour  fuel  or  duff  moisture  content. 

(3)  Appropriate  consideration  of  the  national  and  regional  fire  situation, 
including  the  numbers  of  fires  and  amount  of  available  resources  to 
suppress  them. 

(4)  Limits  on  numbers  of  fires  burning  in  the  planning  unit  at  one  time. 

(5)  Limits  on  projected  length  of  active  perimeter  and  acreage  burned. 

(6)  Indicators  of  cumulative  drought  effects  on  fire  behavior. 

(7)  Potential  impacts  upon  visitors,  users,  and  local  communities,  both 
on  and  off  site. 

c.  Clearly  describing  the  decision  process  and  factors  to  be  addressed 
before  a  fire  is  declared  a  prescribed  natural  fire. 

d.  Including  criteria  to  be  used  in  declaring  a  prescribed  fire  a  wildfire. 
There  must  be  interagency  agreement  on  these  factors  in  areas  where 
fire  may  move  across  administrative  boundaries  and  shared 
suppression  resources  may  be  required. 

e.  Clearly  identifying  areas  that  need  protection  from  fire,  such  as 
developments  within  or  adjacent  to  wilderness  and  park  boundaries. 
Fire  management  plans  should  also  include  actions  that  are  to  be 
taken,  such  as  hazard  fuel  reduction  or  installing  fuel  breaks,  to 
protect  such  developments  or  areas. 

f.  Clearly  stating  the  management  objectives  being  addressed  by  the 
prescribed  natural  fire  program,  including  identification  of  specific 
values  gained  as  a  result  of  allowing  natural  fires  to  burn 
unsuppressed  within  prescribed  conditions  and  areas. 

g.  Clearly  describing  the  process  to  be  used  to  ensure  adequate  public 
involvement  and  coordination  with  local  governments  in  both  plan 
development  and  implementation.  5.  Agencies  will  cooperatively 
develop  regional  and  national  contingency  plans  and  procedures  and 
provide  the  appropriate  program  monitoring  and  directon,  including 
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curtailment  of  prescribed  fire  activities  when  necessary  because  of 
competition  for  national  and  regional  fire  suppression  resources. 

6.  The  responsible  line  officer  or  designee  shall  certify  in  writing  daily 
that  a  fire  is  within  prescription  and  adequate  resources  are  available  to 
ensure  that  each  prescribed  natural  fire  will  remain  within  prescription 
through  the  ensuing  24-hour  period,  given  reasonably  foreseeable  weather 
conditions  and  fire  behavior.  If  the  fire  cannot  be  kept  within  prescription 
with  available  forces  and  funds,  it  shall  be  declared  a  wildfire  and 
appropriate  suppression  action  initiated. 

7.  Agencies  must  re-evaluate  the  opportunities  to  use  management 
ignited  prescribed  fire  to  achieve  management  objectives  and  to 
complement  prescribed  natural  fire  programs.  Additionally,  hazard  fuels 
must  be  reduced  to  protect  selected  areas,  particularly  developments 
within  and  adjacent  to  boundaries,  from  prescribed  natural  fire  and  high 
wildfire  risk.  Fuels  will  treated  along  park  and  wilderness  boundaries  or 
internally  where  there  are  high  values  at  risk. 

8.  Fire  program  management  will  be  improved  by  establishing  properly 
staffed  regional  and  unit  level  organizations. 

a.  Agencies  will  ensure  die  availability  of  qualified  staff  and 
knowledgeable  line  officers  for  developing,  implementing,  and 
managing  prescribed  fire  programs. 

b.  National  Park  Service  regional  offices  will  establish  a  full-time 
regional  fire  coordinator  to  develop  and  oversee  park  programs  in 
accordance  with  FIREPRO  III,  where  appropriate. 

c.  Agencies  will  implement  the  concept  of  highly  trained,  well-equipped 
and  mobile  tactical  teams  to  provide  on-the-ground  monitoring  and 
management  of  prescribed  natural  fires  in  national  parks  and 
wilderness. 

d.  Agencies  will  ensure  die  strengthened  policy  is  understood  and 
implemented  by  all  appropriate  personnel. 

e.  Agency  managers  will  assure  diat  personnel  develop  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  management  objectives  for  die  lands  diey  are 
managing. 

f.  The  National  Park  Service  is  to  complete  an  analysis  of  normal  fire 
year  operations,  FIREPRO  III,  in  order  to  define  essential  minimum 
wildland  fire  program  needs  and  to  take  action  to  meet  those  needs. 

9.  Additional  interagency  emphasis  will  be  given  to  addressing 
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opportunities  for  improving  fire  management  programs. 

a.  The  National  Wildfire  Coordinating  Group  (NWCG)  charter  should  be 
expanded  specifically  to  include  prescribed  fire  program  coordination. 

b.  The  NWCG  should  take  the  lead  in  developing  common  terminology 
for  prescribed  burning  programs  and  describing  wildfire  suppression 
alternatives. 

c.  Agencies  will  develop  joint  criteria  for  selecting  appropriate 
suppression  tactics  in  wilderness  and  parks,  d.  Agencies  will  improve 
public  and  agency  understanding  and  acceptance  of  using  appropriate 
suppression  tactics  that  meet  fire  management  objectives  and  minimize 
the  adverse  impact  on  wilderness  values  and  park  resources. 

10.  Agencies  will  ensure  NEPA  compliance  for  fire  management  plans. 
Agencies  will  increase  opportunities  for  public  involvement  and 
coordination  with  state  and  local  government  when  revising  or  developing 
fire  management  plans. 

1 1 .  Interpretation  and  public  information  before  and  during  fires  will  be 
improved. 

a.  Agencies  will  ensure  that  timely,  accurate,  and  consistent  information 
is  provided  for  the  public  on  the  purpose,  presence,  and  status  of 
prescribed  natural  fires,  as  well  as  impacts  on  die  community  due  to 
closed  roads,  trails,  smoke,  back  country  restrictions,  and  other 
effects. 

b.  Interpretive  and  fire  status  messages  are  for  different  purposes,  and 
agencies  should  strive  to  keep  them  separate  and  distinct.  There 
should  also  be  a  distinction  between  the  information  needs  for 
prescribed  fires  and  wildfires. 

c.  Agencies  should  ensure  diat  die  public  is  informed  of  die  risks 
involved  in  fire  management  programs. 

d.  Agencies  will  use  common  terminology  for  prescribed  natural  fire 
programs. 

12.  USDI  and  USDA  will  review  the  methods  of  funding  prescribed 
fire  and  fire  protection  programs  with  die  objective  of  improving 
interagency  program  effectiveness.  Planning  and  presuppression  activities 
should  be  financed  by  program  funds  radier  dian  dirough  emergency  fund 
transfers  and  supplemental . 

13.  There  is  a  need  for  additional  research  related  to  fire  management 
programs. 
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a.  USDI  and  USDA  will  develop  coordinated  research  programs  utilizing 
the  unique  capabilities  of  both  organizations. 

b.  The  feasibility  of  prescribed  burning  forests  using  stand  replacement 
fire  will  be  investigated  and  tested  by  implementing  an  appropriate 
interagency  field  research  program. 

c.  Research  will  be  increased  to  improve  the  ability  to  predict  severe 
fire  behavior,  conduct  long-term  weather  forecasting,  and  identify 
past  abnormal  events. 

d.  Efforts  will  be  undertaken  to  develop  and  implement  an  expert  system 
that  integrates  a  wide  array  of  fuel,  topographic,  weadier, 
climatological,  fire  behavior,  post-fire  effects,  and  other  information 
and  readily  displays  such  information  in  an  interactive  mode  for  the 
user  at  a  computer  terminal.  This  expert  system  would  help  to  assure 
that  important  variables  are  not  overlooked  as  decisions  are  made 
regarding  long  duration  fires. 

e.  Efforts  will  also  be  undertaken  to  develop  comprehensive  data  bases 
for  park  and  wilderness  resources  and  provide  for  state  of  the  art 
analyses  and  display  as  well  an  efficient,  continuous  monitoring  to 
insure  timely  update  of  information. 

f.  Development  of  additional  emission  factors  for  wildland  fuels  and 
better  methods  for  projecting  air  quality  impacts  of  prescribed  and 
wildfires  are  needed,  since  smoke  and  air  pollution  are  major 
considerations  in  deciding  when  to  terminate  prescribed  natural  fires 
and  in  scheduling  management  ignited  prescribed  fires. 

14.  If  any  Federal  Bureau  engages  in  prescribed  natural  fire  programs 
in  Alaska,  that  bureau  is  responsible  for  adherence  to  the  standards 
established  as  a  result  of  these  recommendations.  The  well-established 
terminology  describing  levels  of  wildfire  suppression  in  Alaska  should  not 
be  changed  for  die  sake  of  conformity  with  the  broader  categories  used 
elsewhere. 

15.  The  agencies  will  cooperate  fully  in  determining  whether 
allegations  of  misuse  of  policy  are  true  and  take  measures  to  ensure  that 
any  such  practices  not  occur  in  the  future. 

Steve  Goldstein,  USDI  (O)  (202)  343-6416 
Kelly  Shipp,  USDA  (O)  (202)  447-4623 
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